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Fans of Gorillaz usually turn to the first album for comfort, and some will even argue this is better than the Gorillaz overall. But Demon Days is an excellent album in its own right, and the live show is even better. For one, it's a lot more polished than the album, possessing a more developed production and more focused songwriting. That's certainly not to say that the production on Demon Days is bad, it's actually quite impressive and the band's musical
strengths are very apparent here. Adding an electric guitar gives the music a noticeably more complicated, even hard rock like, feel. The bass is deep, solid, and prominent, while the drumming gets a nice crunchy rock beat. The relationship between the individual members of Gorillaz is quite different from their previous albums, with each member coming off in different ways and contributing in unique ways. Jeremy has taken the forefront this time around,

with his otherworldly falsetto vocals, soaring hooks, and otherworldly energy. Mr. C makes the album's best use of electronic instrumentation, adding much more of a hip-hop flavor to the music than his other contribution, the gem-like glitch album Plastic Beach. And the songs given to Bootie and Russel really shine, with great lyrics and performances that are some of the best either of them have ever put out. Even when all three members seem to be
providing song ideas, they balance each other out very well. As far as guest appearances, the band's most notable is probably the inimitable MF DOOM-- co-billed with him as Gorillaz, Doomy. While the album stands in its own right, the band's willingness to allow such a freakish artist as MF DOOM to add his music to the project is quite admirable. If Gorillaz were to be praised in one segment of the rock music world, it would be as the ultimate role models for

people with enough confidence to allow themselves to get away with things that would cause even the most likely-to-be-successful-musicians to be afraid. That's not to say that Doomy's inclusion on the song doesn't do a good job of showcasing his talents, but in his part of the project, he's more or less the exact opposite of Albarn, Hewlett, and designer Jamie Hewlett. I will now use M2K as my favorite example of this phenomenon:
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